Dear Mr Bown,





I write in response to your invitation for comments regarding the proposals 


outlined in your letter of 15 October.  I write only now as I have been away





on leave.





It is with considerable surprise and, in truth, annoyance that I read the 


proposals outlined in the consultation paper.  I am currently Chair of the 


Kirkbymoorside - Our Future group (KMSOF).  For almost three years many 


members of the local community have, at the invitation of Ryedale District 


Council, Ryedale Strategic Partnership and Yorkshire Forward, been engaged 


in putting together concrete proposals for the improvement and development 


of Kirkbymoorside - alongside our sister towns of Pickering and Helmsley - 


under the aegis of the Community Investment Prospectus and Market Towns 


Renaissance scheme.





KMSOF delivered, as requested, its Renaissance Market Towns 'Vision 


Statement and Action Plan' in October 2004.  There was no mention from the 


extensive consultation that had been undertaken of any perceived need for 


any traffic calming measures within the town.  On 22 February 2005 KMSOF 


delivered, along with Yorkshire Forward, Ryedale District Council and 


Ryedale Strategic Partnership's Imagine Ryedale, the 'Initial Business Plan'





which included assessment of the 'fit' of proposed projects within both the 


Regional Economic Strategy and the Sub-Regional Strategic Economic 


Assessment - nowhere was there any mention of any perceived need for the 


traffic calming measures proposed.





As should be noted from the above, at no point has there been any mention 


from the broader community - or indeed from the many consultants sourced 


through these agencies - of the need for the installation of traffic calming





measures such as those outlined.





I am, therefore, concerned about the premises upon which these proposals are





based - let alone my profound concern over the nature of the proposals 


themselves.





I would be grateful for any further information you may have - assuming such





information is in the public domain - regarding:


  1.. When this initiative was originally mooted;


  2.. The date when consultation was approved;


  3.. The date and means whereby Kirkbymoorside Town Council was consulted 


and/or informed of the proposals;


  4.. The costs likely to be incurred by implementation of the proposals 


outlined;


  5.. The data upon which the proposals are based;


  6.. Any minutes or notes of meetings where the 'problem' was identified;


  7.. Alternatives that were considered in order to address the identified 


'problem'.


I assure you that I will be rapidly pursuing my own enquiries and I look 


forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience.





Yours sincerely





Joseph Coughlan


Chair, KMSOF





